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Background
 Africa 
 History
 Trauma  of Genocide 1994
(Massacres 1959, 1963, 
1972) 
 Destruction and 

breakdown
 Reconstruction and 

Rebuilding
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The contribution of cooperatives to peace 
and sustainable development
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Presentation Notes
Women take many times the leading role in rebuilding. As shown by the work of art. Amahoro Cooperative. 
Women have specific vulnerabilities in conflict, and also suffered from exclusion in land access, which is being dealt with by the government. 
1899 (placed advisors) – Germany colonizes Rwanda 1919 – Germany loses WWI; German East Africa‎: ‎1885 (they arrived) 1894 –1919
Belgian mandate (Ruanda-Urundi)‎: ‎1922–1962 Belgium takes over in Rwanda (Hamitic rule) 1926 Belgians introduce a system of ethnic identity cards differentiating Hutus from Tutsis
Independence. Hutu revolution against Tutsis and Belgians 1962 . Belgium actively encourages Hutu violence against Tutsis Nearly 20,000 Tutsi killed and 160,000 made refugees
– Rwanda becomes independent. 1973: General Juvenal Habyarimana stages a coup and makes himself president Passed stronger laws against Tutsis : Rwandan Civil War Rwandan Patriotic Front – primarily Tutsi exiles Led to backlash against Tutsis in Rwanda April 6, 1994: Habyarimana killed in a plane crash.
Role of White Fathers: White Fathers:
The missionary society known as "White Fathers" ("Pères Blancs" in French), after their habit, is a Roman Catholic Society of Apostolic Life founded in 1868 by the first Archbishop of Algiers, later Cardinal Lavigerie, as the Missionaries of Our Lady of Africa of Algeria, and is also now known as the Society of the Missionaries of Africa. 
Imidugudu is a forced villagization program that was launched on 13 December 1996 by a decision of the Rwandan Cabinet 
Imihigo (known also as performance contracts) was introduced in 2006. 
UMUGANDA



SOME FACTS:  FOOD SECURITY, POPULATION 
GROWTH AND ARMED CONFLICTS

 27.4% of population in Africa severely food insecure in 2016, 
4 times as high as any other region. RISING, in sub-Saharan 
Africa. From 2014 to 2016, increased by about 3% (FAO, 
2017).

 > 50% of global population growth between 2018  and 2050 
will occur in Africa (United Nations, 2018)
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Ongoing armed conflicts in 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
   dark red: Major wars, 10,000 or more deaths in current or past year   Red: Wars, 1,000–9,999 deaths in current or past year   Orange: Minor conflicts, 100–999 deaths in current or past year  Yellow: Skirmishes and clashes, fewer than 100 deaths in current or past year




Map of 
1994 
massacres 

• Causes : 
• Ethnicity?
• Structural? 

• Conditions versus 
Threshold for over-
determined relations 

• Kamola (2007 
TWQ) 

• Braeckman
(2014 Nevicata
books) 

• Turshen (2001 Zed 
Books) 
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.timetoast.com/public/uploads/photos/5309755/grrrr.jpg?1476827203
TURSHEN, MEREDETH (2001): The Political Economy of Rape like Kamola and Braeckman
Small and landlocked, Rwanda is hilly and fertile with a densely packed population of about 12. 2 million people (2017). It borders the far larger and richer Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as its closest East African neighbors, Tanzania, Uganda, and Burundi. With the support of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, Rwanda has been able to make important economic and structural reforms and sustain its economic growth rates over the last decade.
Political Context
Rwanda has guarded its political stability since the 1994 genocide. Parliamentary elections in September 2018 saw women fill 64% of the seats, the Rwandan Patriotic Front maintain an absolute majority in the Chamber of Deputies and, for the first time, two opposition parties, the Democratic Green Party of Rwanda and Social Party Imberakuri, winning seats (two each) in the parliament. President Paul Kagame was re-elected to a seven-year term in the August 2018, following an amendment to the constitution in December 2015 allowing him to serve a third term.
Economic Overview
Rwanda put in place implementation mechanisms to rapidly achieve its long-term goals. Over the last 10 years, Rwanda implemented two, five-year Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategies—EDPRS (2008-12) and EDPRS-2 (2013-18)—both designed to help the country realize its Vision 2020 development plan. Nested sector-specific strategies and district development plans reflecting Rwanda’s well-advanced decentralization drive helped guide EDPRS implementation. Rwanda is finalizing the National Strategy for Transformation (NST), the planned successor to EDPRS-2 covering the period of 2018–2024. Rwanda’s NST focuses on economic, social, and governance transformation toward the aspiration of Vision 2050.
Development Challenges
Public investments have been the main driver of growth in recent years. External financing through grants, concessional and non-concessional borrowing played an important role in financing of public investments. Growth slowdown of 2016 and 2017 highlighted the limits of public sector-led growth model. Going forward, the private sector will play a bigger role in helping to ensure economic growth. Low domestic savings, skills, and the high cost of energy are some of the major constraints to private investment. Stronger dynamism in the private sector will help to sustain high investment rate and accelerate the growth. Promoting domestic savings is viewed as critical.  
Social Context
Rwanda’s strong economic growth was accompanied by substantial improvements in living standards, with a two-thirds drop in child mortality and near-universal primary school enrollment. A strong focus on homegrown policies and initiatives has contributed to significant improvement in access to services and human development indicators. The poverty rate dropped from 44% in 2011 to 39% in 2014, while inequality measured by the Gini coefficient stood at 0.45.
Last Updated: Oct 12, 2018
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/rwanda/overview




Kingdom of Rwanda 1081 to 1899 - 1961
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https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-background-history-of-Rwanda.
The kingdom of Rwanda went from 1081 to … Didier Champion, Answered Aug 4, 2018 in Quora. 



Refugee flows 
compared 

2013 UNHCR

https://cdn.static-
economist.com/sites/
default/files/images/2
013/03/blogs/graphic

-
detail/20130309_gdc2

05.png

Fear and Mistrust  
Managing dissent
Broken systems
Loss of capital (all types) 
Hatred, revenge and vicious cycles
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Majority in farming and rural, more than 
half with primary education : 12. 5 mill
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Rwanda: Rural population, percent (measure: percent; source: The World Bank) * indicates monthly or quarterly data series
�Rwanda: Rural population, percent of total population: For that indicator, The World Bank provides data for Rwanda from 1960 to 2017. The average value for Rwanda during that period was 91.14 percent with a minumum of 82.88 percent in 2017 and a maximum of 97.4 percent in 1960.  https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Rwanda/rural_population_percent/

�Rwanda: Employment in agriculture, % of total employment
: For that indicator, The World Bank provides data for Rwanda from 1991 to 2017. The average value for Rwanda during that period was 82.72 percent with a minumum of 66.46 percent in 2017 and a maximum of 90.72 percent in 1994 https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Rwanda/Employment_in_agriculture/

https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/compare-countries/
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/compare-countries/


Small and landlocked, Rwanda is hilly and fertile with a densely packed population of about 12. 2 million people (2017). It borders the far larger and richer Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as its closest East African neighbors, Tanzania, Uganda, and Burundi. With the support of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, Rwanda has been able to make important economic and structural reforms and sustain its economic growth rates over the last decade.
Political Context
Rwanda has guarded its political stability since the 1994 genocide. Parliamentary elections in September 2018 saw women fill 64% of the seats, the Rwandan Patriotic Front maintain an absolute majority in the Chamber of Deputies and, for the first time, two opposition parties, the Democratic Green Party of Rwanda and Social Party Imberakuri, winning seats (two each) in the parliament. President Paul Kagame was re-elected to a seven-year term in the August 2018, following an amendment to the constitution in December 2015 allowing him to serve a third term.
Economic Overview
Rwanda put in place implementation mechanisms to rapidly achieve its long-term goals. Over the last 10 years, Rwanda implemented two, five-year Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategies—EDPRS (2008-12) and EDPRS-2 (2013-18)—both designed to help the country realize its Vision 2020 development plan. Nested sector-specific strategies and district development plans reflecting Rwanda’s well-advanced decentralization drive helped guide EDPRS implementation. Rwanda is finalizing the National Strategy for Transformation (NST), the planned successor to EDPRS-2 covering the period of 2018–2024. Rwanda’s NST focuses on economic, social, and governance transformation toward the aspiration of Vision 2050.
Development Challenges
Public investments have been the main driver of growth in recent years. External financing through grants, concessional and non-concessional borrowing played an important role in financing of public investments. Growth slowdown of 2016 and 2017 highlighted the limits of public sector-led growth model. Going forward, the private sector will play a bigger role in helping to ensure economic growth. Low domestic savings, skills, and the high cost of energy are some of the major constraints to private investment. Stronger dynamism in the private sector will help to sustain high investment rate and accelerate the growth. Promoting domestic savings is viewed as critical.  
Social Context
Rwanda’s strong economic growth was accompanied by substantial improvements in living standards, with a two-thirds drop in child mortality and near-universal primary school enrollment. A strong focus on homegrown policies and initiatives has contributed to significant improvement in access to services and human development indicators. The poverty rate dropped from 44% in 2011 to 39% in 2014, while inequality measured by the Gini coefficient stood at 0.45.
Last Updated: Oct 12, 2018
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/rwanda/overview



https://thefinanser.com/2017/12/rwanda-africas-first-cashless-economy.html/



GDP rate of change: look at 1989 
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Rwanda: Economic growth forecast
: For that indicator, International Monetary Fund provides data for Rwanda from 1980 to 2023. The average value for Rwanda during that period was 4.97 percent with a minumum of -41.89 percent in 1994 and a maximum of 24.54 percent in 1995.
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Rwanda/gdp_growth_outlook_imf/

https://thefinanser.com/2017/12/rwanda-africas-first-cashless-economy.html/



Still fluid refugee 
regional flows with 

DRC worsening 
in 2017

http://www.unhcr.org
/globaltrends2017/
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half of all peace agreements fail within 10 years 
DRC indep 1960 with only 4 universities. Prime minister Lumumba. 
DRC is surrounded by countries with long term wars and conflits, such as south sudan, CAR, and Angola. 
Angola crisis 1975 to 2002 (1987-1988 SA) 
First Congo War‎: ‎1996–1997 Second Congo War‎: ‎1998–2003
Congo Crisis‎: ‎1960–1965 Belgian Congo‎: ‎1908–1960
Internal conflict in the DRC has resulted in 3.5 million deaths from violence, disease, and starvation since 1998
Belgian Congo was a Belgian colony in Central Africa from 1908 until independence in 1960. The former colony is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).. King Leopold II of Belgium had it as a corporate state privately controlled. 

capital at Brazzaville Republic of the Congo Sassou-Nguesso returned to power after a brief civil war in 1997, derailing the democratic transition that took place five years before. As of fall 2017, Sassou-Nguesso is still the country's presiden






Rwanda rankings 2016- 2017 – 2018 
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BT report
2018 

poverty rate 
dropped 
44% in 2011 
39% in 2014, 

inequality Gini 
coefficient stood 
at 0.45 in 2018

Oct 12, 2018
http://www.worldb
ank.org/en/countr
y/rwanda/overvie
w

(c) Claudia Sanchez Bajo, University of Kassel, 20181127 11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.bti-project.org/de/berichte/laenderberichte/detail/itc/RWA/

VOX 2015 GINI coefficient USA was 0.38 one of most unequal of DCs selon OECD. 







Peacebuilding and Conflict

Section 2 

There is no Post-conflict
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Galtung
Positive Peace 

(cooperation) and 
negative peace 

(related to violence)

PEACE EQUALITY  𝑥𝑥 EMPATHY
---------------------

TRAUMA 𝑥𝑥 CONFLICT

13

Theory on Peace
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Peace leads to more peace (Spinoza, 2002 TP: Ch5, 4).  
Inner Peace flourishes in an environment free from fear, 
best through mutual aid. 

For Spinoza, humans are social and rational beings who 
must be cooperators to survive and thrive (Spinoza, 2002, 
Ethics: Part IV, Prop.35, Corollary 2, S. 338). 

SPINOZA – AGAINST HOBBES 
(1632―1677)  

Individuals always retain a “considerable part” of their 

own natural right; human beings are never fully 

integrated into any  super-individual or state (TTP 17)
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https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/spinoza-political/
an efficient cause of action
Everybody experiences being alive and is conscious of one’s own existence (Spinoza, 2002b: Part 3, S9 and 4 S8)

For Spinoza, humans are social and rational beings who must be cooperators to survive and thrive (Spinoza, 2002b: Part IV, Prop.35, Corollary 2, S. 338). 
Spinoza’s ontological position, deployed in the polity, upholds mutual help and agreement by reason as necessary to enjoy living in peace and all the equal rights humans are entitled to by nature. This also carries the application of the law to all with the defense of the same rights for all (Spinoza, 2002a: Ch16, S08). In his view, democracy and republic were the best systems, on which peace could be based (Spinoza, 2002c: ch. 6, point 4). 





‘liberal peace’
Criticized by

Richmond 

Prescriptive – normative, 
peace appears as a 
techno-bureaucratic 
means (State of law)

hybrid 
peace

Positive hybrid peace
A coherent and close 

sociocultural and political 
relationship between peace 

building, state and 
intervention 15

CRITQUE OF “LIBERAL PEACE’
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Lederach 
Positive Peace 

needs all existing 
actors at all 

levels

5 principles

Comprehensive,  
interdependent,  

sustainable, strategic in 
focus, and building the 

Peace Infrastructure

16

Theory on Peace
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cooperatives are part of 

the  

peace infrastructure
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Conditions

18

1. all levels of leadership participate to

2. Sustain peace infrastructure :  social spaces, los 

logistic mechanisms, institutions, that 

3. sustain the process of change, the long term vision 

of sustainable positive peace. 

4. This includes cooperatives 

5. (but in which agenda and priority?)  
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Conditions

19

1. All share a consensus about the terms and 

concepts, and

2. These concepts are inserted in the legal 

framework of the existing State, and the State of 

Law. 
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Equally valid for the concept of 
cooperative, because 

20

1. it must maintain a coherence of meaning, taking 

into account what already exists in the country 

and territory. 

2. One can always innovate, but this must come 

from the members themselves, respecting the 

model, values and principles
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Cooperatives building a 
Peaceful Future

Section 3
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Genocide Memorial
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At the Genocide Memorial Cooperatives are recognized as part of the foundation for a peaceful future. Together with women’s empowerment, education and healthcare for all, economic growth, and the government vision, wit the aim at empowering and developing Rwandan living conditions. 

- What is cooperatives’ contribution to the foundations of a peaceful future? 
- What are the dimensions of such contribution?
- Could I observe traits and issues in common? 
Let’s see some examples I visited.




Dimensions of 
peacebuilding  
AMOHORO COOPERATIVE

 Resilience – Solidarity 
 Personal - Marriage
 Business – Sustainability
 Dwelling and housing
 Family – Children
 Survivors – Trauma
 Future - Projects
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Presentation Notes
There is valorization of productive life but also reproductive and the wider reproduction of life. 
hypothesis  Women political agency in public policy? (true, now, many women in parliament) Credit cooperative: 
https://www.slideshare.net/jpenson/coffee-fairtrade-and-rwanda
Each piece of evidence should be summarized for clarity and cited correctly.  Do not simply read the pieces of evidence, but elaborate where needed.  
[type notes for elaboration here]
Be sure to transition to main point #2 and the next slide.




Dimensions of 
peacebuilding 
MARABA COOPERATIVE

[use this space to place an image that best 
captures the main idea of point #1]

 Credit without usury
 Partnerships – solidarity
 Women’s empowerment
 Exports - Quality
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Credit cooperative: https://www.slideshare.net/jpenson/coffee-fairtrade-and-Rwanda





Dimensions of 
peacebuilding
KABEHO NGAGI SABYINYO 

[use this space to place an image that best 
captures the main idea of point #1]

 Nature
 Teams
 Contributions to the 

community
 Sustainable development
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Umuganda Community service day  .All do it, Also donations
n 2006, Imihigo (known also as performance contracts) was introduced to .





Dimensions of 
peacebuilding
ADARWA COOPERATIVE 

[use this space to place an image that best 
captures the main idea of point #1]

 Platform thinking
 Investment, infrastructure
 Opportunities, Trainees
 Future projects
 Need to devise mediation 

mechanisms
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THE SACCOS: Credit Cooperatives
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FINANCIAL INCLUSION IN
RWANDA 2008 – 2012 with ukaid, WB, DFID, YAKINI, and rwanda.  FINSCOPE. 
FINANCIAL INCLUSION IN
RWANDA 2008 – 2012
The establishment of Umurenge SACCOs has significantly changed the landscape of formal
access in Rwanda. This intervention has been successful in providing formal financial services to
Rwandans who would otherwise not use formal financial services.
❏ 22% of adults have Umurenge SACCO products
■ The proportion of adults with MFI accounts did not change significantly since 2008. It has to be
noted however that some MFIs were registered as commercial banks since 2008.




Cooperatives build positive peace, by 
raising equality and solidarity, helping 
overcome trauma and channel conflict 

29

• Post-direct violence, role to 
reintegrate displaced IDPS, 
refugees and ex-combatants, 
through income generation and 
job creation.  

First 
expectation 

was: 

• Role : transformative, where 
peace is a space, a habitat, in 
which the community, all beings, 
life, can fully develop in dignity.  

Yes, but … 
later and 

more 
(c) Claudia Sanchez Bajo, University of Kassel, 20181127 



KEY POINTS

Cooperatives appear to provide refuge, safety, 
partnerships, pride, voice, solidarity, empathy

Cooperatives facilitate agency and resilience, 
raise equality

Relation to policy is not one-way – smooth 
Cooperatives did not appear in ‘post-conflict’ but 

later, once people knew each other, a passage 
that was promoted by government policy and with 
support from international  organizations. 
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Presentation Notes
The title of main point #3 should be clear and concise.  Each piece of evidence should be summarized for clarity and cited correctly.  Do not simply read the pieces of evidence, but elaborate where needed.  
[type notes for elaboration here]
Be sure to transition to the counterargument and the next slide.




Key Points 2 
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1. Social capital : democratic participative learning 

2. Endogenous Synergy : productive processes of co-

construction able to drive local development and social 

change

3. Constellation of networks : capacity for institutional 

arrangements

4. Openness to others and to possibilities: innovation 

and tradition mix, sustainability concerns about diversity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thinking of Ploeg and Joelle Zask… 



Development 
Models:  Govt as 
GRAVITATIONAL CENTRE 
OF POLICY 

Developmental 
Patrimonialism ? 

Diasporas role
Asian Tigers and 

cooperatives
 India cooperatives’ 

districts 
Green revolution and 

climate change? 
Rene Dumont (French-

on Asia – coops-
ecology) 

[
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https://www.internations.org/expat-insider/2016/working-in-the-tiger-states
Argument: democratization : Yes but not directly on pol regime as such.  Promote democracy as system yes. Women, black vote. EG UK and US




Cooperatives 
in
Peacebuilding 

1. Peacebuilding as post-conflict and transitionalism? 
(rebuilding, de-escalation, demobilization, restart 
agriculture and markets). 

2. Peacebuilding as identity  and agency (protection, 
overcoming anomie (Durkheim and Merton) . 

3. Peacebuilding as resilience, absorptive capacity, 
cyclic life dynamics, transformative entry points 
(dynamic rhizomes – Deleuze & Guattari). 

(c) Claudia Sanchez Bajo, University of Kassel, 20181127 33

Contextualised by 
connections, flows, 
structures,  scarcity of 
resources, practices, 
perceptions and beliefs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://centerforinterculturaldialogue.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/kc67-rhizome.pdf Rhizome Fay Yokomizo Akindes What is it?
Rhizome is a botanical term that French philosophers Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari used as a metaphor in their seminal work. Rhizome refers
to underground roots that move horizontally with limitless boundaries and connections. It contrasts with arboreal growth (such as trees) that have a
central trunk and move vertically, suggesting a hierarchy and a linearity that is ordered and familiar. Rhizomes, on the other hand, are decentralized,
non-linear, and multi-directional in movement (like grass rather than trees). Rhizomes disrupt the idea of a beginning and an end, instead perpetuating the
middle. Rhizomes have multiple entry points, nomadic trajectories and infinite possibilities. Rhizomes disrupt binary oppositions, replacing the
logic of either/or with the possibilities of both/and. Who uses the concept? Cultural and media studies, education, and postcolonial scholars, among others, have adopted the concept of rhizomes. Rhizomes metaphorically communicate counter-hegemonic approaches to understanding human phenomena. Ideas of nonlinear,




The End

Thank you! 

claudia.sanchezbajo@ymail.com
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https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2007348
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